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Once a girl working with a leading newspaper turned up to interview the celebrated actor cum director Srinivasan.

After a series of questions intended to take deeper discernment of the actor's accomplishments and acting
vocation, the girl started posing questions about his school and college life. Amidst the quietude that gripped the
conversations between Srinivasan which didn’t have anything particular to speak about and the girl who was
pondering on how to go about to make her piece of writing stand out in elegance, Sreenivasan sticking on to his
quintessential demeanour stated ; “Had | known that life out turn out to be like this,| would have put in efforts to



make it ostentatiously lively.”

Let us bring to limelight a talented banker who whilst enjoying the shadow of his chromatic life,humbly and
joyously shared this story.

Sreekumar Shreyas
Canara Bank,
Chavara branch.

Sreekumar was born in Thevalakkara near Chavara in Kollam district, to Late Mr Chandrasekhara Kurup,a native of
Thevalakkara, who retired as an Army Officer and Mrs Seetha Devi, a home maker. He was one among the two
sons of the couple.

He had his schooling at Ayyankoyikkal Government High School and graduated from the renowned Sasthamcotta
Devaswom Board College.

Since he stepped into the shoes of the care taker of the family upon the demise of his father when he was in the
10th standard, he didn’t have much time to spare for anything else.However he shelved aside some time when
ever he could so as to foster his habit of reading.

He read all that which came handy.Walking down the memory lane reminiscing those days, he feels as if it is what
has shaped his aimless phrasings to meaningful endeavours.

Subsequent to completion of his studies, Sreekumar joined Canara Bank in 1997 in Perumbadappu branch of
Malappuram district. During his stint there, he used to get free time after work. Whatsoever he read began
sprouting as words in pages.

He got transferred from Perumbadappa to Pathanamthitta and from there to Anandavalleeswaram branch in
Kollam. By that time his articles got published in Mathrubhoomi.

Film festivals fascinated him a lot back then and he would constantly try to get to know and interact with writers
and filmmakers which instilled in him an interest in film making.

Meanwhile Sreekumar made friends with director, Shri Jayaraj whom he perceived as his mentor. The idea that
there was a movie in the short story "Srishti" written by Sreekumar against injustice gave way to a bonding
between them.This is how the script for "Of the People"-a film which got released in 2008 was made.

At the point when his life was so hectic, Sreekumar got transferred to Adoor branch, from where he moved to
Karunagapally branch and thereafter to Chavara branch where he is working as of now.He thankfully recollects all
the support and encouragement he received from his colleagues and higher authorities.

Another acquaintance he has in film industry is Shri Rahul Sadasivan. Rahul's father Shri Sadasivan was a manager
working with Canara Bank who introduced his son who was studying a course on film making in London to

Sreekumar back then.

This is the means by which he got a chance to work for the 2013 film "Red Rain"- A sci-fi film starring many



foreigners.Long time thereafter,he and Rahul thought of making the horror film 'Bhoothakalam’.

The discussion was firstly with Shane Nigam and later with Revathi. The best thing happened when Anwar Rashid,
became the producer of the movie.Sreekumar strongly felt that the film would be nominated for State Award. The
film made Ms Revathi win the Best Actress award in her 34 - year acting career.

When many people came forward wanting to remake the film in other languages,his bliss knew no bounds. They
were lauded by Ramgopal Varma and Dhanush which served as a catalyst for him to leap forward. Sreekumar gave
a glimpse of the opportunities he missed as well,owing to his lethargic and passive disposition.

Sreekumar opines that when he got to behold the life and attitudes of prominent actors like Mohanlal, Kamal
Haasan and Mammootty, he got inspired and made up his mind to be more dynamic in the realm of movies.
Sreekumar, who has worked as an associate director for all the films for which he has been the script writer, is
presently working on a big film which will be directed by himself. Sreekumar assures that some talented talented
bankers will also get an opportunity to be a part of the film.

Dhanya, his wife,who is working as a teacher at Kottamkulangara Government High School, supports Sreekumar
althrough his artistic excursion. Shreya, a Class Xll student at Stratford School, and Revant, a seventh-grade

student, supports and encourages their father as well.

Sreekumar states that it is traveling and reading that sheds light on new stories, insights and conversations in his
life.

When he met film star Kamal Haasan at the Aditya Hotel in Vadapalani during his film related discussions, he
asked, "What is your next story?"to which Sreekumar replied that he was at a loss as regards stories.

Kamal Hassan retorted.
“Walk out of this hotel and go straight .There will be a story in the hands of everyone whom you comes across”

Sreekumar is waiting for those stories which he might come across at some instance. Talented bankers community
wishes his journeys and longings to come to fruition.



